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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2, Claims 1-11 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chor at al (6,141,003) 

As to claims 1-2, note Chor et al reference figures 2, 3 and 5-7, disclose channel 
bar user interface for an entertainment system and further disclose method for 
selectively storing data associated with a broadcast channel capable of being received 
and displayed by an entertainment system (Viewer Computing Unit VCU' 50), the 
method comprising: 

the claimed "receiving programming data associated with the channel" is met by 
Receiver (REC) 88 (fig. 3, col. 3, lines 35-56 and col. 4, lines 17-42) which receives 
conventional television broadcast signals including IPG "programming" data which 
includes descriptions, etc., associated with the channel from a Broadcast source via 
wireless data link, Internet, hybrid fiber coax, etc., and displays a current program, TV 
show, a movie, news, sports, etc., on TV display 62 (fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 57-67); 

Chor further teaches displaying IPG 64 (figs. 2 and 4-6) associated with storing 
of the channel in Memory (MM) 82 (e.g. RAM) including displaying an add icon 132 that 
is selectable for adding channel(s) Favorite or Watched channel list stored in MM-82 



Application/Control Number: 09/745,606 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2623 

when the current channel is not stored in MM-82 and includes Favorite Channels "a 
mark" icon that is selectable for listing channels previously selected for adding to MM-88 
(figs. 5-7, col. 6, lines 8-col. 7, line 9 and col. 9, lines 1-21); where 

a user, uses Remote Control (RC) 56, Mouse 60, Keyboard etc., (col. 3, lines 40- 
45) to select to load IPG 64 of the channel associated with the TV Show currently being 
displayed into MM-88 of VCU-50 (a television with a STB) and loads the programming 
data associated with the channel currently being displayed into MM-88 (col. 3, line 57- 
col. 4, line 16, col. 5, lines 29-55, line 64-col. 6, line 8 and col. 7, lines 10-55). 

Chor teaches a default "add" icon (item 132) to add channels and further teaches 
that the viewer can reconfigure the channels through a simple menu interface which 
allows the viewer to add or remove icons, such as removal of favorite icons (figs.2, 4-7, 
col.9, lines 1-21). 

Although Chor does not forcefully disclose a "remove" icon, nevertheless it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary a skilled artisan to at least create "remove" icon 
so as to match the "add" icon and to facilitate removal of channels (the "remove" icon 
can be the same picture with a different label); when choosing programs and channels, 
it is well established that a user will make mistakes and/or change his/her mind and no 
longer want to save a channel or watch a program, therefore a "remove" icon is obvious, 
especially when you already have the default "add" icon. 

As to claim 3, Chor further discloses removing a current channel from the list of 
stored channels (col. 9, lines 1-21). 
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As to claim 4, Chor further discloses selecting for display, a list of stored favorite 
of watched channels and displaying the list of stored channels (fig. 6, line 32-col. 7, line 
9). 

As to claim 5, Chor further discloses navigating through the list of stored 
channels (col. 3, lines 57-67 and col. 8, lines 5-18). 

As to claim 6, Chor further discloses receiving IPG data comprises a digital bit 
stream including the IPG data includes sensory data corresponding to the IPG data 
(figs. 2, 4-7, col. 4, lines 1-16, col. 5, lines 5-col. 6, line 7 and line 45-col. 7, line 9). 

As to claim 7, Chor further discloses where adding the IPG data to the favorite 
list comprises, executing software by CPU 54 (col. 4, lines 17-26), implemented within 
the VCU 50 produces IPG 64 (figs. 2, 4-7), and selects an option icon of Channel 
Setting screen to prompt select the channel to add or remove to/from storage in MM-88 
(col. 8, line 39-coi. 9, line 21). 

As to claim 8, Chor further discloses adding or saving the IPG data into MM-88 
includes adding the channel number information and source (col. col. 8, line 39-col. 9, 
line 21) 

As to claim 9, Chor further discloses selecting for display, a list of the favorite 
channels, selecting an option to cause VCU 50 to tune to a channel in the favorite list of 
the stored favorite channels to display a television program corresponding to the 
channel (col. 6, line 32-col. 7, line 30). 

As to claim 10, Chor further discloses selecting an option to exit IPG to return to 
the current television programming (fig. 7, col. 8, lines 39-67 and col. 10, lines 7-34). 
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As to claim 1 1 , note Chor et al reference figures 2, 3 and 5-7 disclose channel 
bar user interface for an entertainment system and further disclose an entertainment 
system (Viewer Computing Unit VCU' 50), the method comprising: 

the claimed "a display monitor"* is met by TV Display 62 of VCU-50, a television 
with a STB (fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 35-48); 

the claimed "a broadcast receiver coupled to display monitor..." is met by 
Receiver (REC) 88 (fig. 3, col. 3, lines 35-56 and col. 4, lines 17-42) which is coupled to 
TV-D 62, the REC-88 includes a front-end unit capable of receiving conventional 
television broadcast data including IPG "programming" data which includes 
descriptions, etc., associated with the channel from a Broadcast source or Cable 
Headend via wireless data link, Internet, hybrid fiber coax, etc., and displays on TV-D 
62, a current program, TV show, a movie, news, sports, etc., (fig. 2 and col. 3, lines 57- 
67), Memory (MM) 88 (e.g. RAM) for storing IPG 64 (figs. 2 and 4-6) associated with 
channel(s) in MM-82, Central Processing Unit (CPU) 54 coupled to MM-88 and CPU 54 
coupled to receive IPG 64 associated with a broadcast channel (fig. 3 and col. 4, lines 
17-42), CPU 54 executes a software to load IPG data associated with the channel 
currently being displayed into MM-88, and displays IPG 64 on TV-D 62, the IPG 64 
includes an add icon 132 "first icon" (figs 5-7 and col. 9, lines 1-21) that is selectable to 
add the current channel to a favorite list of channels stored in MM-82, when the current 
channel is not included in the favorite channel list and including Favorite Channels "a 
mark" icon that is selectable for listing channels previously selected for adding to MM-88 
(col. 5, lines 29-55, col. 6, lines 8-col. 7, line 9 and col. 7. lines 10-55); where a user of 
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Remote Control (RC) 56 or Mouse 60, etc., to perform these various functions (col. 3, 
lines 40-45, line 57-col. 4, line 16). 

Chor teaches a default "add" icon (item 132) to add channels and further teaches 
that the viewer can reconfigure the channels through a simple menu interface which 
allows the viewer to add or remove icons, such as removal of favorite icons (figs.2, 4-7, 
col.9, lines 1-21). 

Although Chor does not forcefully disclose a "remove" icon, nevertheless it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary a skilled artisan to at least create "remove" icon 
so as to match the "add" icon and to facilitate removal of channels (the "remove" icon 
can be the same picture with a different label); when choosing programs and channels, 
it is well established that a user will make mistakes and/or change his/her mind and no 
longer want to save a channel or watch a program, therefore a "remove" icon is obvious, 
especially when you already have the default "add" icon. 

As to claims 14 and 15, Chor further discloses where VCU 50 includes television 
receiver or STB and IRD (fig. 3 and col. 3, lines 35-67). 

As to claim 16, Chor further discloses where VCU 50 CPU 54 executes software 
to add the currently displayed channel to the favorite or watched channel list stored in 
MM-88 when CPU 54 detects a selection of the add icon (col. 6, line 32-col. 7, line 21 
and col. 8, line 39-col. 9, line 21 ). 

As to claims 17-20, Chor further discloses where TV-D 62 further comprises 
various icons that are selectable to display IPG of watched or favorite channels stored 
in MM-88, which further comprises graphical portion, scrollable, which displays a show 
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corresponding to a channel in the list during scrolling and further includes text portion, 
which includes a description of TV show corresponding to the channel and where the 
various icons are selectable to exit the IPG (col. 6, line 32-col. 7, line 21 , col. 8, line 39- 
col. 9, line 21 and line 46-coL 10, line 24). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 1 and 14-20 are have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. This office 
action is a non-final. 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Annan Q. Shang whose telephone number is 571- 

272- 7355. The examiner can normally be reached on 700am-400pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher S, Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from 
a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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